2006 photo by the Archivist — linked from Buildings page
Note: The Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research became the Collegeville
Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research in 2006.



ECUMENISM IN THE UNITED STATES

1963
In the United States, although religious prejudice, racial discrim-
ination, national hatreds, and social conflict between classes, is as great

as it is in Europe, very little has been done on a large scale to promote a

better understandi = CTUTNOTICS UNy rroe ristians and Jews,
tes and Negroes. The first Ecumenical Dialogue ever to be held in

United States between Catholics and Protestants was organized by the American

Benedictine Academy and held at St, John's University, Collegeville, Minn-
esota in 1960 At this meeting five Protestant leaders and five Catholic

Pric3vs invited to sit down behind closed doors and

Box 1594:1 1963 Bishop Malone (Nebraska) document, p.4, with 1960 photo of
Ecumenical Dialogue at SJU



A document authored by Godfrey Diekmann in 1957 was put to use in 1963

ar. /Iy@,w@ Shttate—

Institute)
called
o Kcently eatted atten ion to the relatively
low incidence of American Catholic scholarship. There is no field in thch this is more
and-gppetiingly true than the field of liturgy; and what makes this more signi-
ficant is the fact that liturgy is so eminently a Catholic topic, one in which Catholic
scholarship would be expected to be especially interested and competent. Thre—enly—persom

Me=me St, John's -have been identified in the national nind %
leadership in the liturgical field. %r liturgical apostolate, as represented by the
Liturgical Press and by HORSHI&."'T oked upon as a major and important contribution to
Catholic life, not only in the U.S,, but also in other English-speal untries. The
fact that more than twice as many registrations from out-of-state received for
the Liturgical Week here, than in any previous thurgical Week, is evident proof of ex-

pectations centered on St. John's,
v WORSHIP and the Liturgical Press have been in existence form Buring—alt
thrt—tiney—oui output—has-been-merely-horizontal*»spopularization:—we-have-merely-given

be. nnn{;—--d prerv— £ ‘. b “l at. S . J '
Lo do a single-piese—of-secholariy-titurgicai-researchr—Thet “high time such researeh

tak r’ 0 and—-that-Anerica begin—to-make—ttscontributton in degvth to the lftiﬁ'm‘l’-—u\
—movement—of-ousr-times, should scarcely need-proof~

Box 1594:1 1957 Diekmann document, heavily edited for later use




With a due sense of pride and adventure I want to lay the fol-
lowing matter before you. Five years ago when I was in my
first vear at Tuther Theological Seminary, St. paul, Minnesota,
I initiated, in cooperation with Father Paul Marx, 0.8.B., a
dialogue between the students and faculty of Luther Seminary
and the same of St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota. At
that time the a dialogue ing like
v: what was then exceedingly difficult to get s
is now taken for granted. The election of a Catholic Pre-
sident, the appearance of a number of pertinent books, and

the current vatican Council have all together brought about a
cIimate which fosters such dialogue. This year I was back for
; weekend of dialogue at which theological papers were pre
sented and_discussed and quite frankly, I was astounded=at the
progregs that had DEwm—made— : aTETUL such activity.
Not least of all was I impressed by statements from members of
the st. John's faculty and student body to the effect that
this dialogue has transformed the entire theological attitude
of the Abbey. Part of the same effect has been felt at Luther
Seminary, an institution of over 500 atudents. At both insti-

denade d e B Tow maVon.m oo L -

Box 1594:1 1963 April 11 Eichhorst letter to Dr. Howard Reed (p.2) mentions JFK



{3 ) : © May 14, 1963

Professor D. Ernst Kinder e
Meleherstrasse ey
enstor/Westfalen 2
t Germany 2 S
Dear Brofessor Kinder:

_ You will be o hear Shat the dialogue with our
bromu at l.i John's omimod teo 88 in a very
wag le to w.-
the fiteh yoar oince’ "'? T retssbored
with thankfulness and !0 ”It lmo
with us the second yiu-.'u dod.u.n.u sett: t one
for m whole dial You perhaps heard that Pather Godfrey
serious 11 but he has now recove: ‘quite well.
fessor Kueag ( who' will Wewith yqu at Muenster)

'ere banned from speuking at Catholic University Washington,
Ohtho1totan 280 VA1) rAREIIng Sevolt U5 Aaeh sedd askiuss
a 8 and.w ua. esu n Q0 2 “ ” .
it has given some dmerican bhgo s and mhbilhgpl an opportunity Calvin (“Jack”) Eichhorst
to take a stand with the courage whioh they gained at the
II Vatican Couneil.
: In our work with Bt. J h.n‘. we are embarking on a
new venture, After.being thoro this last February, I proposed
to St. John's and L ther Seminary that a Library for Gatholiﬂ
Studies be set up at Iuther and a Library for Protestant 1
Btudies be set up at 8t, John's. I am now acting as chairman
of this project and we hope to obtain money from some phil-
anthropic foundation to establish these libraries.

1594:1 1963 May 14 Eichhorst letter to Kinder p. 1 & 2; photo from SJU Archives



We hope to orgenize and continue such initial steps in en

Ecumenical Study Center in the new St, John's Library, A collection

of basic ecumenical reference works, journals and publications will
be assembled and made available to theologiana and visiting
scholars, GCuest lecturers will be invited to foster the ecumenical
spirit in the faculty, student and public community, With
ecclesiastical approval, plans are underway to establish a firste

rate Protestant library of ecumenical works for the use of

Plans for
resources
in the
library

competent scholars, Luther Seminary will, in tura, establish a
, ..and
similar library of Catholic works,C Ve need financial assistance
. .
tealize the development of this new and vitally important apostolate fundralslng
for t he advancemsnt of Christian unity in out times, for them
3. FOR PR 3 Jack Eichhorst reported that he had

sent letters of inquiry to seven foundations to see if giving a
grant for such libraries as we propose would come within the

scope of their philanthropy. FPFrom Kresge, Three M, Kellogy,
Hazen, and Danforth he received a negative reply. No word has
yet been received from Dayton's and Bean of Minneapolim. Father
Colman suggested that the libraries might be started on a small
scale with funds we may be able to get from The Catholic Aid Asso=~
clation and Lutheran Brotherhood. It was pointed out that such a
joint project is unique to this area where Catholicism and Luthexe

anism have heen forced to flourish together. He suggested that

Box 1594:1 undated document (top) and 1963 May 28 Luther Sem Mtg p.2




Mareh 20, 1964
MEMO

The following is a proposal fr

M.eo Might 1 suggest that someone lilke that might be the one to
tap for a project I shall very briefly describe as an “Institute
for Ecumenical Studies® set up on the same basis as Princeton's
Advanced Institute of Studies. It involves provision of a small
peruanent staff, a building, and very large annual stipends to
be offered top~noteh scholars who seek to do advanced study in
the avea involved, and money for the publication of their ree-
search. This would be the kind of t'institute! which would most
aptly mwake use of our resources, help build up ones which would

interests, and which would most likely have a mational impact and
therefore be something a person with money and 'bﬁ ideas! might
willingly finanee,"

complement our graduate study program, our monastic and theological

A shift to something bigger than a
library collection...

Fr. Paulin = Michael Blecker, OSB
(SJU President 1971-1982)

1980 Abbey Directory

29 1594:1 1964 March Arno Memo

Memo from Fr. Arno
(SJU President
1958-1964)

To Abbot Baldwin




i.

2,

5.

&,

5.

“"Just in case you might be interested in the “Institute for
Ecumenical Studies':

we have the perfeet director for such an institution, Father

Godfrey--director's job mainly selecting who is to get
stipends on basis of research project submitted;

it would involve no more of our man power than a director and

at most a part time assistant;

since it would be a research center therve would be no class

work taken or given by the men involved but residence on canpus

would be part of the contract and thus our own faculty as well

as students would have opportunity to get in contact with such
people;

as a research institute Protestants et al would be attracted, Godfrey
could be on campus and without involving delicate matters of Diekmann, OSB
episcopal permissions for someone formal teaching ete,, could

be a part of our scademic 1ife and be influensed by it Abbey Photo
Institute would have to provide offices and some if not all v

fapartments! for those involved, thus we would get a bullding
out of it of handsome proportions;

since finstitutes! for study or research have status, and since
fecumenical institutes! are to be found in Burope, but mostly
on a teaching, apparently, rather than research basis, such a
project would be of contemporary significance. 1In fact, excuse
me, of ecumeniecal significance,”

Fr. Arno, 0,8.B,

Fr. Arno’s memo (quoting Michael Blecker) continues—
envisioning what the Institute will become

Box 1594:1 1964 March Arno Memo; Abbey photo of Fr. Godfrey




Something bigger meant more fundraising 23 Januery 1967

Mr. George Dayton
Cedarhurst
Wayzata, Minnesota

Dear M+, Dayton:

Please permit me to thank
you ifor your kindness and generous sacrifice of your valuable timo in coming to
lunch with Harry Holtz and me on Friday. I enjoyed our visit very much, and
especially approeciate your interest and genuine Christion foresight in the
possibilities opening before us all in the Ecumenical Research Center which
Minnesote will soon have.

I look forward to welcoming to Saint John's you and your wife and the other
guosts we may be able to interest in hearing about this ecumenical adventure.
You know how welcome you will be. Wo will have a good time, I promise you.

Under separate cover you are receivihg a loaf of Saint John's Bread.
with every best wish from the 0.S.B.

Sincerely yours,

The practice of giving away Johnnie Bread existed even back then!

Colman J. Barry, 0.8.B.

Box 1594:1 Colman Barry letter to Dayton



A List ...aiming high!

Edgar M. Bronfman Dear Edgar
President and Director

Seagram § Sons, Inc.

375 Park Avenue

New York, New York

Mr. Joseph F. Cullman Dear Joe

President and Director

Philip Morris, Inc.

100 Park Avenue

New York, New York gt List

Mr, Robert Lehman Dear Bobbie
Lehman Brothers

1 William Street Mr. David Rockefeller

New York, New York President
Chase Manhattan Bank
Mr. Harold D. Uris Dear Harold 1 Chase Manhattan Plaza

President New York, New York

Uris Buildings Corp.
850 Third Avenue
New York, New York

Mr. Gustave L. Levy - Dear Gus
Goldman Sachs § Co.

20 Broad Street

New York, New York 10005

Dear David

Box 1594:1 (undated, but presumably from 1963) — A and B Lists
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Grants totaling $320,500 from various foundations, associations

and individuals have been received to date, including a major gift of

$259,000 from the Butler Charitable Trust, St. Paul, Minn.

Enter Fr. Kilian McDonnell

The Butlers had funded Fr. Kilian’s studies of
Protestant Theology in Germany.

Rev. Kilian McDonnell, 0.S.B., director of the new Institute for
Ecumenical Rescarch, will be assisted in his direction by a national
board of directors made up of members from the academic and business
communities. Still in the formative stage, the board al ready includes:
Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan of Yale University; Dr. Horton Davies, Princeton
University; Dr. Alvin Rogness, president of Luther Theological Seminary,

St. Paul, Minn.; Dr. Louis Gunnemann of United Theological Seminary,

New Brighton, Minn.; Mr, James O'Doherty, president of Kelly Nason

Kilian McDonnell, 0SB
1980 Abbey Directory Advertising, New York City; and Peter Butler of St. Paul.

1967 Press Release

Text from Box 1557:3 1967 press release, p. 2; photo from 1980 Abbey Directory

From Kilian 2011 March 16: “In the late 1950s the Theology department decided to do
something on ecumenism, but they needed someone to be trained/do a dissertation in
Protestant theology. My thought was, ‘We don’t have time to teach the students
Catholic theology!’ But they wanted me to do it, so | sent a two-page proposal to ten
foundations. Two funded my studies; one was the Butlers.”

11



From left to right: Abbot Baldwin, Bishop Willebrands, Dr. Blake, Mrs. Patrick
Butler, Patrick Butler and Peter Butler,

1594:2 Newsletter v. 1 p. 1 November 1968

From Kilian 2011 March 16: “l wrote them a newsy letter twice a year; tried to make it
interesting. | was invited to their home for lunch. Mr. Butler had taken my letter and
copied it and sent it around to his friends. He asked, ‘Where do we go from here?’ |
talked to fellow monks and came up with the idea for a post doctoral degree, and
waited a year, then called Mr. Butler. | told him that there was currently a popular
wave of ecumenism that should be capitalized upon. Butler gave me a check for
$250,000.” (And when that proved to be less than needed, he donated an additional
$100,000.)

12



Breuer was
tapped to design
yet another
building for St.
John’s

(more on Breuer to come...)

1557:3 1967 0118 Press release p. 1; photo from
http://www.marcelbreuer.org/At.SJ.html
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Protestants Back Ecumenlcal Institute at St. John's

W DAVE MONA » cwcatlons —  knowiedeed mvder i ecv
Mo yalis e M Rt D ’I'lll“-lll nd ':I’ll “' menival ressarc!
man Cathol
T
~ee. Tute
P e R A
) vied to open i Decessber. iy ork with St. Joha's
todsy uamm m SU John's Abbey, kyos  Uni and the

A e Marcel -
tary. gift to a.center for being BudlL, Ly the largest -born Lutheras arch
ecumenical research, - ine m’-un"\- " - oeig

Rasatict y who designed )
The money from 11 Al the world and is n - oot St

THE INSTITUTE, EQUIPPED FOR SCHOLARS AND THEIR FAMILIES, 1S UNIQUE IN TH|

e Nabod g book carter e propct adkod Fathor Kuct. depih the couien of the  He said he st the Al
yoar o "John Calvia, the  man to join A, p:u-mrk,« boand s bert Loa contritatien ac

.+ Church and the Eucharist” INJANUARY of this year 1% We €an being the  the kind of support the
e,

His study in Eurepe o Brevers skochos arived CRerches clossr toget venture wants and needs
hm\ financed by the n.:' and construction began in he said. ,m.u“m.. n;mur:
& r...L in earty 198 be ey AR

2 R Father McDonnell re-

| would be mterweied in belp-

Hnastovs e cmer called his explanation of

© Me recelved 2 commit-

i ameis | the center to some “East-
- v | ern scholars.””

Maude Hil] Pamily Foands-
tion he received promises

“They said it was very
interesting but  that it
would never work to ex-
clude wives and children.
They told me it was the
kim{ of scheme only an
unmarried priest would
think of,” he said.

Minneapolis Tribune Oct. 19, 1967

Box 1593:4 - Minneapolis Tribune Oct. 19, 1967, p. 1B



Saint John's offers the scholar and his family the experience of life at a large Benedictine monastery with
its emphasis on the intellectual life and the search for relevant forms of worship. For the family accustomed to
life in a city or at a large university, the institute offers the novel experience of country living in the heart of the
Minnesota lake country with three institutions of higher learning within a radius of twelve miles. Within easy

ing di is the politan area of Mi lis-Saint Paul with the rescarch facilities of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, fine stores and the cultural opportunities afforded by a nationally known symph the
Tyrone Guthrie Theater, the Walker Art Center, and the Saint Paul Art Center.

“Country living in the heart of Minnesota lake country”

Box 1557:3 promotional brochure p.9
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Three miles from Saint John’s is a large Benedictine convent which conducts the College of Saint Benedict,
a liberal arts college for women which is closely associated with Saint John’s. The opportunity to share in the
life of Saint Benedict’s, with its full program of intellectual and cultural activities and the excellent new Benedicta
Arts Center, should be an added attractxon for the wives of the scholars who parnupate in the msmute In addl-

wide range ol 4 oose from at Saint John s, the College of Saint Benedict and Saint Cloud

State College. The Trl-CoIlege Program of the three institutions offers stimulating weekly ing sessions for
interested auditors. For the scholar or his wife who would want to do some teaching, there will normally be the

possibility of teaching a class or conducting a seminar.

Text from 1557:3 promotional brochure, p. 6-7; photo linked from Buildings page
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The work of the Institute began in earnest at the end of August. Dr, and Mrs.
Leonard Swidler, both Fellows of the Institute, and Dr. and Mrs. William Jerry Boney
arrived with their children to take up a year's residence.

Dr. Swidler is professor of religion at Temple University, a state institution in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He has advanced degrees from Tiibingen and the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin. He is co-editor and founder of the Journal of Ecumenical Studies
and has published four books and a large number of articles. His research project
while at the Institute 1s a study of reform in the American Catholic Church in the 19th
and 20th centuries.

Mrs. Swidler is managing editor of the Journal of Ecumenical Studies, national
chairman of the Church Communities Commission of the National Council of Catholic
Women and member of the Working Group of Representatives from the National Council
of Churches and the Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs. She
has an MA from Wisconsin and has published extensively in magazines and journals.
Although her principal concern has been the role of women In the Roman Catholic
Church, one of her most significant projects while at the Institute is work on ecumen-
ism for children.

The Institute’s
First Scholars

Newsletter November 1968 p. 2 Dr. and Mrs. Swidler with Eva and Carmel.

1594:2 1968 November Newsletter v.1 p. 2-3
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ABBEY AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

The library designed by Marcel Breuer and ¢ ™ 1966 houses the Monastic Manu icrofilm
Library and an outstanding collection on liturgy. Each scholar will have a private, air-conditioned study 1)) the

area of the library adjoining the microfilm collec!

Box 1557:3 1968 promotional brochure, p.4;

18



ABBEY AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

The library designed by Marcel Breuer and c 1966 houses the Monastic Manu igrofilm
Library and an outstanding collection on liturg§. Each scholar will have a private, air-conditioned study 1D the
area of the library adjoining the microfilm collec

Private...

and windowless...

in the
sub-basement...!

Box 1557:3 promotional brochure, p.4; photo 20110412 by the archivist
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THE MINNESOTA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
AND
THE INSTITUTE FOR ECUMENICAL AND CULTURAL RESEARCH
CORDIALLY INVITE YOU
TO
THE DEDICATION
OF THE INSTITUTE FOR
ECUMENICAL AND CULTURAL RESEARCH
AT
ST. JouN’s UNIVERSITY, COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
SUNDAY, May 26, 1968

Photo linked from Buildings page; invitation in 1594:2
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Breuer’s design included parquet BN )\,w’ Lo
floors, fireplaces, and a [ R =4

trapezoidal altar which Fr. Kilian | s /; )
asked him to change (to a square D | p—
one) to more accurately reflect B 18 .
the pre-Reformation church. T
R ad 3
E E I (\, \7_/"; |
LI L . AE‘j_' L L}

— JINSTITUTE FOR ECUMENICAL RESEARCH
! MU ARG W O AL AR RN " et

s . ol

(He was
told:
“You do not
turn down
designs by
Breuer.”)

Box 1594:2 Drawing 2 and 1557:3 p. 10 (floor plans)

From Kilian March 16 2011: “I did not ask for parquet floors — but we got them. | did
not ask for fireplaces — but we got them. Breuer made those choices. | was delighted
to have them.

| asked for an altar — not specifically a Catholic one, though. Breuer designed a
trapezoid stone altar that | didn’t particularly like. | asked for a square one, like those
used in the early church, but I've never been completely happy with it; it looks like a
butcher’s block. | was told, by someone in Breuer’s office who had been here, that
‘You do not turn down designs by Breuer."”

21



1968 aerial view from http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/SJUArchives,5893

22



Design Drawing - Box 1594:2
Note: The Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research became the Collegeville
Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research in 2006.
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